
The Licensing Committee 

The Licensing Committee has functions either (1) as the statutory Licensing 
Committee of the Council under the Licensing Act 2003, which also exercises 
functions under the Gambling Act 2005, or (2) as a non-statutory Committee exercising 
other non-executive functions relating to Licensing, and other regulatory matters 
generally. At the beginning, and at other appropriate stage(s) in each meeting, the 
Chair will make a short announcement indicating whether the Committee is operating 
in its capacity as “statutory Licensing Committee” or as a “non-statutory Committee”. 

Membership 

The Licensing Committee must have between 10 and 15 members in order to comply 
with the legislation as statutory Licensing Committee. 
  
Protocol 
 
There is a Protocol outside this Constitution setting out how the Licensing Committee 
is to operate. The Protocol shall be applied in a manner consistent with Committee 
Procedure Rules in Part 4 and the relevant Licensing Procedure Rules when the 
Committee is conducting a formal hearing. Any issue on procedure at the meeting 
shall be subject to the ruling of the Chair. The Protocol can be amended by the written 
agreement of the Leaders of the Political Groups on the Council.  
 
(1) In its capacity as the statutory Licensing Committee the Committee has all the 

functions referred to it by law under the Licensing Act 2003 and the Gambling 
Act 2005. These include:  
 
(a) To be responsible for monitoring the operation of the Acts licensable 

activities and gambling in the Borough;  
 

(b) To establish the Licensing Sub-Committee and to agree the delegation 
of functions to the Sub-Committee and to officers; 

 
(c) To receive reports on the matters in (a) above and on the functions 

delegated to the Licensing Sub-Committee and to officers. To call for a 
report on any individual case;  

 
(d) To determine the procedures to be followed in handling applications, 

notices, representations and all hearings, subject to the relevant 
Regulations;  

 
(e) Subject to Regulations, to determine the fees payable for applications 

for premises licences and related matters under the Gambling Act 
2005; 

 
(f) In a Council Election Year when there is a need to hold a hearing in the 

period between Election day and the Annual Meeting of the Council, 
those members of the Committee who are re-elected as councillors 
shall meet as the Committee (subject to there being a quorum of 3 



members) in order to exercise any of the functions of the Licensing Sub-
Committees, or of the Committee under (f) above, and shall elect a 
Chair for the meeting.    

  
(2) In its capacity as the non-statutory Committee exercising other non-executive 

functions the Committee has the following functions: 
 

(a) Exercising the functions which are stated not to be the responsibility of 
The Executive/Cabinet In Regulation 2 and Schedule 1, Paragraph B 
(Licensing and Registration) of The Local Authorities (Functions and 
Responsibilities) (England) Regulations 2000 (as amended) and in any 
Statute or subordinate legislation further amending these Regulations. 
The Committee’s functions are to determine all policy issues, 
procedures and standard terms and conditions relating to the non-
executive licensing functions but exclude decisions in individual cases 
which are delegated to the Licensing Sub-Committees. The Sub-
Committee’s remit includes the licensing of street trading, scrap metal 
dealing, special treatment premises, sex establishments and dog 
breeding establishments;  

 
(b) Formulating, reviewing and approving for consultation the Statement of 

Licensing Policy under the Licensing Act 2003 and recommending it, 
and any revisions to it, to full Council for adoption; 

 
(c) Being consulted informally on the review and determination of the 

Statement of Gambling Policy, including procedures for Council 
consultation with external stakeholders, and making recommendations 
on these matters to the Cabinet;  

 
(d)  
 
(e) Reviewing all Council plans and policies on any licensing, or regulatory 

matters, exercising an overview in relation to common themes and 
making informal recommendations on these matters to Cabinet and full 
Council; 

 
(f) Making informal recommendations to the Cabinet and other bodies on 

service delivery, grant aid, commissioning and procurement matters 
when these involve or relate to licensing, or regulatory issues. 


